What ia claimed isi 

A. * A tissue rivet member, said rivet member comprising 
a shaft having a penetration head at its front end and a widened 
portion at itV rear end, and projections extending radially from 
at least a portion of said shaft, whereby said projections restrict 
movement of flaid\flhaft when inserted in tissue. 

2. The apVaratuB of claim 1 in which said rivet is made 
of a biodegradable material so that the rivet may dissolve in the 
body of the patient. \ ^ 

3. The apparatus of claim\ 1 in which said projections 
are flexible and /n angled towards salid rear end of said shaft. 

4. The rivet of claim 1 in /Which said rear end of said 
rivet has an engaging means for\removabfy engaging a rivet driving 

5. Th\a rivet of claim f( in which saidi engaging means in 
said shaft compri&as a depression Vn the rear of the shaft, f <jr 
releasably engaging a complementary sphere of a driving means. . 

6. The rivet of claim 4 including a driving member, said 
driving member comprising a shaft having Vn engaging means at one 
end of said shaft for engaging the depression in said rear of said 
rivet . \ 

7 . The rivet of claim 4 in which said\ rivet is made of 
a pliable material and is deformable upon application of pressure, 
whereby said engaging means of said driver forms a snap attachment 
with said rivet. \ 



8. The rivet of claim 7 in which said rivet l\ made of 
a biodegradable material. 

/ 9. A tis sires rivet comprising a hollow shaft, said shaft 

4iaving a truncated wknic a 1 head at its front end, and a wide 
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portion at its rear end, 
projections extending from sa 
said shaft to prevent movement 
tissue. 



Ld shaft having a plurality of 
|haft along at least a porA»n of 
ft said shaft when said riAfe^fl.8 in 



10. TheN^paiatus of claim 9 In which said rivet is made 
of a biodegradable W^r^a4r-. 



11. The rivet of claim 10 ^ftetTKlTng - a driving means, 
said driving means comprising a shaft haVing a tapered tip, said 
tip forming the same angle as the cone of the rivet, whereby when 
the tip is fitted within the hollow Bhaft 9f\thb rivet, the surface 
of the cone forms a smooth transition, to \M opnical head. 

12. The v rivet of claim 11 in whi^S^said rivet engages 
a shaft, the length of said shaft from the handle to the beginning 
of the tip being the length of said rivet. 



of its shaft and a wide/ port 




made of a biodegradableVroatep£al 
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